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August 10, 1900 1980 

carried passengers from one port to another will be disinfected and 
detained five days by Louisiana quarantine. 

Wyman. 

Reports from the Mexican border. 

Eagle Pass, Tex., August 1, 1900 — Inspection along the Rio Grande. — 
In compliance with Bureau telegram of the 16th ultimo, instructing 
me to inspect tlje Eio Grande from Eagle Pass to beyond Del Rio, Tex., 
I have the honor to inform you that I left Eagle Pass on the 19th ultimo 
and returned on the 31st ultimo. 

I inspected every point along the river, going about 20 miles above 
where Devils River enters the Rio Grande, taking in the Mexican side 
as well as the American side of the Rio Grande. Crossings have been 
effected at the Quemado by some half a dozen Italians, who were refused 
admission here by both the immigrant inspector and myself. These 
men were apprehended and put back into Mexico. At Las Moris I 
learned that several crossings had been effected. 

Las Moris is only 10 miles from the Quemado, and this district will 
be kept under observation by the Quemado guards, United States Marine- 
Hospital Service. 

I learned'in Las Vacas that a number of Americans had arrived there 
during the past month who sought entrance into the United States. 
Two guards have been placed at the Del Eio crossings to avoid any 
chance of persons from infected Mexican localities gaining entrance via 
Las Vacas, Mexico, and Del Rio, Tex. 

At the Devils River station I learned that strangers from Mexico 
occasionally cross the Rio Grande and come on foot to the station, 
where they take the train for various parts of the United States. 

The greater part of my time was spent in Del Rio patrolling the river 
and learning the fords, so that the work of the guards at that place 
would not be interferred with on account of any lack of knowledge on 
their parts. After leaving Devils River I came back to Del Rio, then 
went to Brackettville, Tex., and from their to Eagle Pass. 

During the time I was away from here (thirteen days) I inspected 
over 200 miles of river front (going and returning), besides visiting 
every little settlement on or near the river. No contagious disease 
exists at the present time on the Rio Grande in any part which I visited. 
All of the Mexican towns on the Rio Grande are enjoying good health. 

Eagle Pass, Tex. — Detention camp completed. — I have the honor to 
inform the Bureau that the detention camp at this place is now in readi- 
ness to accommodate 24 individuals. 

The last bit of work was finished on the grounds, and the laborers 
were discharged on the 31st ultimo. 

The only thing lacking to make this camp the finest of its kind now 
is a fence. I thought it inadvisable to make requisition for a fence until 
I could get a five years' lease on the property, as ordered by you. In 
this connection I desire to state that agent of the Southern Pacific Rail- 
road here (the land is owned by the Southern Pacific) promised to take 
up the matter with his land commissioner and give me definite informa- 
tion relative to it. As yet I have heard nothing from the commissioner. 
However, I will try to see him in the event I go to San Antonio at 
any time in the near future. 

Respectfully, Lea Hume, 

Acting Assistant Burgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 
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El Paso, Tex., July 28, WOO. — I have the honor to submit herewith 
the summary of work at this station for the week ended July 28, 1900 : 
Inspection Mexican Central E.ailroad passenger trains, 114 persons ; 
inspection Mexican Central Railroad freight train crew, 22 ; inspection 
Rio Grande and Pacific Railroad trains, 16 ; inspection of Mexican 
immigrants, 29 ; inspection of Russian immigrants, 5 ; disinfection of 
blankets, bedding, etc.. of immigrants, 34 bundles ; disinfection of soiled 
linen imported for laundry, 414 pieces; fumigation of hides of cattle, 432. 
Respectfully, E. Alexander. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Laredo, Tex., July 26, 1900. — I have the honor to submit the follow- 
ing report for week ended July 21, 1900 : Inspected persons on Mexican 
National Railroad, 384 ; immigrants inspected and passed, 35 ; immi- 
grants vaccinated, 7 ; immigrants refused entry, .5. Immigrants refused 
entry on account of 1 of the family suffering with impetigo contagiosa 
and 1 had alopecia areata. July 18, disinfected 3 bags of merchandise 
and 3 boxes personal effects of 4 Arab peddlers. 

Laredo, Tex., July 29, 1900 — Beport of inspection. — I have the honor to 
submitthe following inspection report at foot and tramway bridge for week 
ended July 28, 1900 : Allowed entry over bridge, 3,264 ; refused entry, 
1 person three days out from State of Vera Cruz. Italians refused entry 
during week reported, 18. All these Italians, except 2, arrived at Nuevo 
Laredo, Mexico, during week reported. 

Report of inspection at Mexican National Railroad Bridge for week 
ended July 28, 1900 : Persons on Mexican National Railroad inspected 
and allowed entry, 425 ; immigrants, Mexican, inspected and passed, 14 ; 
immigrants vaccinated, 5 ; immigrants, Italian, refused entry, 3 ; 1 per- 
son, six days from Tampico, refused entry ; 1 person, nine days from 
Vera Cruz, refused entry ; baggage consisting of 1 trunk and 1 valise 
disinfected. July 27, 1 person, seven days from Vera Cruz, came from 
Havana, Cuba ; allowed in detention camp and baggage disinfected. 

Six Italian immigrants returned to Mexico. — I have the honor to report 
that United States Marine- Hospital Service guards caught 6 Italians 
who had crossed the river in a skiff at night on July 27 and turned 
them over to the immigrant inspector, who had them sent across the 
border. 

Respectfully, H. J. Hamilton, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Cruise of the Bratton on the west coast of Florida. 

U. S. S. W. D. Bkatton, August 1, 1900. 

SiE : I have the honor to submit the following report of cruise of the 
TJ. S. S. W. D. Bratton for the period from July 26 to July 29, inclusive : 

The Bratton left Port Tampa at 5 a. m. on the morning of the 26th 
and headed for Anclote Key, where she arrived at 1 p. m. of the same 
day. Six smacks were sighted abont 10 miles offshore, but none were 
found in the harbor. There were, however, about 100 sponging vessels 
at anchor at Bailys Bluff. 

On the 27th the weather became squally, and at 9 a. m. the smacks 
began coming in and anchored about one-half mile beyond the Bratton, 
and by nightfall there were 28 of them anchored close together, but no 
attempt was made to board them on account of heavy sea. At 5 p. m. 
the revenue cutter McLane came up and anchored about 5 miles south 
of us in the southwest channel of Anclote Harbor. 



